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Ph.D. in Rehabilitation Sciences 
Admission Exam - Analysis of a Research Article

As part of the evaluation, you will be asked to read a research article in English (60 minutes) and answer questions orally (30 minutes) regarding the article. The evaluation dimensions and the criteria for what constitutes an outstanding response in each dimension are detailed below.

	Evaluated Dimension
	What is evaluated?
	What characterizes an outstanding response?

	General Reading Comprehension
	Whether the applicant has read the complete article (not just the abstract) and understands the study's structure and overall purpose.
	Demonstrates an in-depth understanding of the complete article; relates its content to the broader body of knowledge in the field and identifies nuances or implicit limitations in the text.

	Rationale and Justification of the Study
	Whether the applicant identifies and explains the rationale of the study including the knowledge gap, research question, hypothesis and/or objective
	Explains the rationale of the study, discusses the scientific and/or clinical relevance, and connects the article with the literature or gaps in the field.

	Study Design and Methodology
	Whether the applicant recognizes the study design and understands the methodology, including the sample, variables, instruments, and procedures.
	Identifies the design's methodological strengths and limitations and explains their impact on the validity of the results.

	Statistical Analysis
	Whether the applicant identifies the statistical method used and  provides an informed opinion regarding on its suitability.
	Critically evaluates the statistical analysis, identifying strengths, limitations, or methodological alternatives with sound, up-to-date arguments.

	Interpretation of Results (Figures and Findings) and Critical Thinking
	Whether the applicant can explain a figure presenting the results and summarize the study's most relevant findings.
	Explains the figure accurately and in depth, including the magnitude and clinical and/or statistical significance of the effect; prioritizes the findings according to their relevance to the research question; and formulates a well-founded critique of the results and interpretations.

	Applied Disciplinary Knowledge (Exercise Physiology, Neurophysiology and Neurorehabilitation, or Biomechanics and Musculoskeletal Rehabilitation)
	Whether the applicant demonstrates mastery on physiological, neurological, or musculoskeletal knowledge needed to discuss the study
	Demonstrates advanced disciplinary knowledge, integrates concepts across multiple levels (molecular, cellular, and systemic), and uses them to propose mechanistic explanations or future research directions.

	Communication and Clarity of Responses
	Whether the applicant communicates clearly, organizes their ideas, and uses scientific terminology correctly.
	Provides clear, concise, well-structured responses; demonstrates fluidity in the use of technical terminology; and adapts the depth of explanation to the question.











General recommendations
· Read the complete article (not just the abstract), ideally more than once.
· Before the interview, identify the research question or objective, study design, sample, variables, statistical analysis, and main results.
· Be prepared to explain at least one figure or table presenting the results in your own words.
· Review physiological, neurological, or musculoskeletal concepts related to the article's topic.
· Structure your answers clearly and concisely, using scientific terminology correctly.
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