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Admissions Process — Ph.D. in Rehabilitation Sciences
Research Proposal Guidelines

Your research proposal (maximum 3,000 characters, 10-point Arial, single-spaced) will be evaluated in two stages. First, it will be reviewed for compliance with the formal requirements. If those requirements are met, the content will be evaluated according to the dimensions outlined below.


Stage 1 — Formal Requirements (Disqualifying)
· Maximum length of 3,000 characters (excluding references)
· 10-point Arial font, single-spaced
· Includes all five required sections (State of the Art, General Objective, Methodology, Contribution to the Discipline, and Feasibility)
· In-text citations in APA format
· Complete reference list in APA format at the end of the proposal
· Complete header (applicant's name, proposal title, proposed thesis advisor, and selected research line)
· All blue instructional text has been removed from the final document


Stage 2 — Content Dimensions Evaluated

	Evaluated Dimension
	What is evaluated?
	What characterizes an outstanding proposal?

	1. State of the Art, Knowledge Gap, and Novelty
	Quality and updated theoretical framework, clarity of the identified knowledge gap, and the proposal's originality or novelty.
	Presents a solid, current theoretical framework integrated with relevant literature; accurately identifies a significant gap in the knowledge; and offers an original or distinctive perspective in the field.

	2. General Objective
	Clarity, precision, and feasibility of the general objective and its coherence with the theoretical framework and knowledge gap.
	The general objective is clear, precise, measurable, coherent with the theoretical framework, and achievable within the program's three-year project period.

	3. Methodology
	Adequacy, clarity, and feasibility of the methodological design (population, sample, variables, procedures, and data analysis) for addressing the general objective within the program timeframe.
	Describes a rigorous, innovative, and well-justified methodological design; anticipates methodological limitations and proposes strategies to address them; and demonstrates technical mastery of the proposed method.

	4. Contribution to the Discipline and/or area of Research interest
	Relevance and justification of the study.  Expected contribution to the discipline and/or areas of research of the program
	Articulates a significant and well-founded contribution to the discipline and/or research line, with the potential to generate new knowledge with clinical, academic, or social applications.

	5. Feasibility
	Realism of the proposal's timeline, resources, access to the population or study group, and ethical considerations within the three-year project period.
	Presents a detailed and realistic feasibility analysis, anticipates risks and proposes mitigation strategies, and provides a clear, coherent timeline aligned with the project period (years 2 through 4 of the program).

	6. Alignment with the Research Line and Proposed Thesis Advisor
	Level of alignment between the proposal, the selected research line, and the expertise/availability of the proposed thesis advisor.
	The proposal is clearly and strategically aligned with the research line and the proposed thesis advisor's expertise and current research, demonstrating a well-founded working relationship.











General recommendations
· Given the 3,000-character limit, prioritize clarity and precision over length: every section must add value.
· Clearly connect the general objective to the gap in the knowledge identified in the state of the art.
· Describe the methodology of the proposed study or studies in detail to demonstrate that the project is feasible to be completed in three years (years 2 through 4 of the program).
· Justify project feasibility: access to the study group, timeline, resources, and ethical considerations.
· Explicitly state how your proposal aligns with the program's research line and the expertise of the proposed thesis advisor.
· Before submitting, verify the length, font, line spacing, APA in-text citations and references, and removal of all blue instructional text.
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